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week after September 11, we gathered 
here. President George W. Bush spoke 
that name into history. And every day 
since, it has been clear to freedom-lov-
ing people across this planet that we 
had to reach this day to answer for the 
tragic and brutal events visited upon 
our country on September 11. 

I rise to pay a debt of honor and a 
debt of gratitude. I commend President 
Barack Obama for his decisive leader-
ship, making the tactical decisions 
that were made, as well as providing 
our troops with the resources they 
needed to get the job done and come 
home safely. I commend his prede-
cessor, President George W. Bush, 
whose tenacity and commitment to the 
war on terror clearly brought us to this 
day. I also commend our intelligence 
community, who, year upon year, 
never lost sight of the demand for jus-
tice. 

But I mostly rise today to pay a debt 
of honor and gratitude to the members 
of our U.S. Armed Forces, past and 
present. Those Sunday night who slid 
down the ropes and captured and killed 
Osama bin Laden are in our hearts, but 
also those over the last 10 years who 
have made the necessary sacrifices in 
the war on terror, and I rise today to 
particularly pay tribute to them. 

I was here on 9/11. After we had the 
opportunity for the roads to open, I 
made my way back to our small home 
in Northern Virginia, and there, with 
my wife and our children, 6, 7 and 8, we 
gathered for a short family meeting 
and for prayer before I would come 
back in to the Capitol. 

My little 6-year-old daughter stopped 
me in the kitchen as I was walking to 
the car and she said, ‘‘Daddy, I have to 
talk to you.’’ I said, ‘‘I’ve got to go.’’ 
She said, ‘‘Daddy, I’ve got to talk to 
you.’’ I said, ‘‘What?’’ She said, ‘‘If we 
have to make a war, do you have to 
go?’’ And I dropped down on one knee 
and I threw my arms around that 6- 
year-old and I said, ‘‘Daddy’s too old.’’ 
But every day since I have thought of 
all the daddies and mommies who 
looked their little ones in the eye, 
looked their spouses and their parents 
in the eye, and they said, ‘‘I have to 
go.’’ And they went. And some of them 
didn’t come home. 

In the Sixth Congressional District, 
we have a roll of the fallen heroes of 
the war on terror. I recite them today 
with the deepest respect and gratitude. 

Lance Corporal Matthew Smith of 
Anderson; Private Shawn Pahnke of 
Shelbyville; Specialist Chad Keith of 
Batesville; Staff Sergeant Frederick 
Miller, Jr., of Hagerstown; Sergeant 
Robert Colvill, Jr., of Anderson; Spe-
cialist Raymond White of Elwood; 
Lance Corporal Scott Zubowski of New 
Castle; Sergeant Jeremy Wright of 
Shelbyville; Master Sergeant Mike 
Heister of Bluffton; Staff Sergeant Mi-
chael Bechert of New Castle; Staff Ser-
geant Brian Keith Miller of Pendleton; 
Specialist Jonathan Lahmann of Rich-
mond; Lance Corporal Layton Crass of 
Richmond; Lance Corporal Andrew 

Whitacre of Bryant; Specialist William 
Justin McClellan of New Castle; Pri-
vate First Class Jaiciae Pauley of Mun-
cie; Staff Sergeant Phillip Chad Jen-
kins of Decatur; and Sergeant Jeremy 
McQueary of my hometown of Colum-
bus. 

This was a victory for freedom. And 
as much as it belongs to those who 
made the decisions, developed the in-
telligence, who slid down the ropes and 
stepped into harm’s way Sunday night, 
this victory belongs to those who lie in 
earthen graves in my district and all 
over this country who brought it 
about. 

b 1020 

Winston Churchill said, We sleep 
soundly in our beds because rough men 
stand ready to visit violence on those 
who would do us harm. Today, I pay a 
debt of gratitude to a Commander in 
Chief, present and past, but to all the 
members of the Armed Forces who 
allow us this day to say: Justice 
served. Osama bin Laden is dead. 
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PROTECTING CONSUMERS FROM 
HIGHER GAS PRICES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CONNOLLY) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Let me 
congratulate my colleague from Indi-
ana on his eloquence. I don’t think it 
could be better said. 

Mr. Speaker, 1 year after the Deep-
water Horizon oil spill, Americans are 
paying record gas prices. In northern 
Virginia, gas that used to cost $3 a gal-
lon now costs $4 a gallon. This gas 
price hike is the result of instability in 
the Middle East and possible oil specu-
lation, and is a reminder of our dan-
gerous dependence on foreign oil. 
Sadly, our Republican colleagues are 
not advancing legislation to help con-
sumers. Their plan would line the 
pockets of Big Oil, which saw its prof-
its skyrocket 30 percent in line with 
these rising gas prices. Fortunately, 
there are positive steps we can take to 
promote energy independence and pro-
tect consumers: Improve vehicle effi-
ciency, boost production of domestic 
renewable energy, and convert oil in-
dustry tax breaks into gas price relief 
for consumers. 

America owns 3 percent of the 
world’s oil but consumes 25 percent of 
its global reserves. The only way to 
end our dependence on foreign oil and 
reduce gas prices is by improving auto-
mobile efficiency and developing new 
sources of clean domestic energy. En-
ergy independence is going to depend 
on reducing our oil consumption and 
shifting to domestic forms of energy 
like wind, solar, biofuels, and, most im-
portantly, improved efficiency. Energy 
independence will save consumers 
money and protect us from political in-
stability in the Middle East. 

At the end of 2010, Congress extended 
tax credits for biofuels and the produc-

tion of wind and solar energy. Those 
tax credits increased wind energy pro-
duction by nearly 43 percent in less 
than 2 years. So extending them now is 
important for energy independence. 

Under the authority of the Clean Air 
Act amendments, President Obama and 
automakers recently announced an 
agreement to improve the efficiency of 
automobiles by 30 percent by 2016. This 
agreement will save consumers $3,000 
for each car purchased 5 years from 
now. Here’s another way of looking at 
it. If you can save 30 percent at the 
pump, better vehicle efficiency would 
more than offset recent gas price hikes. 
Unfortunately, oil companies and their 
allies in Congress are trying to roll 
back much of this progress. Our Speak-
er has forced through legislation which 
would repeal much of the Clean Air 
Act, hurting American consumers and 
undermining our national security. 
Fortunately, the Senate will not allow 
that reckless legislation to become 
law. 

This week, the Republican leadership 
in this House will try to short-circuit 
safety rules for the production of oil off 
America’s coast, increasing the likeli-
hood of another Deepwater Horizon ca-
tastrophe. Their legislation could also 
allow oil exploration that would im-
pede Naval operations off Virginia’s 
coast and threaten the Chesapeake 
Bay. I do not support these reckless ef-
forts to allow unregulated oil drilling 
which endangers our coastal economies 
and our national security. I will be in-
troducing an amendment in the nature 
of a substitute. My amendment would 
strike the anti-safety language and add 
a provision to repeal $37 billion in oil 
company tax loopholes. It would remit 
this money equally to licensed Amer-
ican drivers. Averaged among licensed 
drivers, this amendment would give 
$185 to each driver—the equivalent of 
reducing gas prices by 27 cents a gal-
lon. 

There are many positive steps we can 
take to promote energy independence 
and reduce the burden of gas prices: 
Improve vehicle efficiency, boost pro-
duction of renewable domestic energy, 
and end Big Oil tax breaks in order to 
help consumers. We should be taking 
these positive steps instead of endan-
gering our coastal economies with un-
regulated oil drilling which would do 
nothing to affect oil prices. 
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OVERSEAS SECURITY ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ANNIVERSARY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Today, May 3, 2011, I 
would like to take this time to com-
mend the Department of State’s Over-
seas Security Advisory Council, or 
OSAC, on its 26th anniversary. Since 
1985, OSAC, a public-private partner-
ship, has provided accurate, timely, ac-
tionable information on global security 
concerns. Its constituents number over 
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